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GOINGS ON
ABOUT TOWN

THE THEATRE

VER the past several vears,
American audiences have had
steady exposure to the finest of Brazil-
ian musicians, from Antonio Carlos
Jobim and Gilberto Gil to Margareth
Menezes and Marisa Monte. The
same, unfortunately, cannot be said
about Brazilian actors. Yes, we know
about Sonia Braga, but few Brazilians
with ears as well as eyes would place
her in the top category. Instead, they
might mention Marilia Pera, whom
Americans are likely to recognize from
a handfu] of film appearances (*‘Pi-
sote,"" "'Mixed Blood'") but whose great-
est performances have taken place on
the stage. We count ourseli lucky w0
have witnessed one of these, in Rio, on
an occasion when the actress, who was
plaving a passionate radio-era musi-
cal personality, tried to stop a perfor-
mance because of her dissatisfaction
with the quality of
her own singing
voice, and sparked
a near-riot in the
process.
Fernanda Mon-
tenegre, another of
Brazil's treasured
actresses, inspires
a similarly fierce
devotion. People
love her earthy
interpretations of
classical roles and
her airy turns on
television soap
operas. They also
love her for her
willingness to &

b it
speak out against oppression. Though

her politics have never been extreme,
she suffered greatly during the years
of Brazil's military dictatorship. Ironi-
cally, a subsequent government—
democratically elected—asked her to
become Minister of Culture. She de-
clined. She apparently has no desire
1o become another Melina Mercouri; it
is acting that drives her. Miss Monte-
negro and her daughter, Fernanda
Torres, will appear for the first time in
the United States on July 14-15, at
Alice Tully Hall, as part of a Serious
Fun! English-language presentation
of ""The Flash and Crash Days.” The
piece, which was conceived and di-
rected by Gerald Thomas, and has
been seen by more than a hundred
thousand people in Brazil since its
premiére in Rio, last November, is
about a mother-daughter relation-
ship. ““The piece evolved naturally
because of the extracrdinary human
material I had in my hands,™ the
director says.




